4/19/05
ROTC AT COLUMBIA
1.
At this time, the Pentagon cannot provide a positive request or indication to Columbia to reestablish an ROTC unit on campus because, to do so, would trigger the Solomon Amendment should Columbia turn down the request.

2.
Further, we understand that the Air Force is currently meeting its needs for Air Force Cadets from ROTC units in the N.Y. area.

3.
Also, the military, as a general policy, does not like to offend a long-standing host college by withdrawing a ROTC detachment.

4.
Thus, it is not likely that the Air Force or Army would be willing to reestablish full ROTC detachments at Columbia in the near future given (1) money and manpower constraints in the current war environment, (2) current officer accession needs being met, and (3) disinclination to offend current host schools.

5.
What would be an appropriate course of action is for (1) Columbia to agree to welcome ROTC back to its campus, and then (2) to approach the Pentagon to invite the Army and/or the Air Force to establish a satellite office (not a full detachment) on campus, staffed by a uniformed officer, detached from Fordham or Manhattanville, in a visible campus location to teach occasional classes, recruit, and otherwise engage in typical ROTC campus activities.
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